

University of the  Mediterranean & GREQAM
Master 2
1) course title : Efficiency, Equality and Poverty
2) Instructor : Nicolas Gravel 

3) Course object: The course presents some of the methods used by economists for comparing societies on the basis of their performance in allocating various attributes (incomes, health, well-being, etc.) among their members. It focuses both on the theoretical foundations of the methods - by connecting them to modern theories of justice - and on their empirical tractability. A particular emphasis is devoted to robust dominance methods that are consistent with a reasonably wide range of ethical beliefs.
3) Recommendedtbooks
K. J. Arrow, Social choice and individual values, 2nd edition,Cowles foundation monographs, Yale, 1963
A. Atkinson and F.Bourguignon, Handbook of income distribution, Elsevier, North Holland, 1999.

C. Blacklorby, W. Bossert and D. Donaldson “Population Issues in Social Choice Theory, welfare economics and ethics, Cambridge University Press, 2005.

D.G. Champernowne and F. A. Cowell “Economic Inequality and income distribution”, Cambridge University Press, 1998.

A. M. Feldman, Welfare Economics and Social Choice Theory, Kluwer Nijhoff Publishing, 1989.

M. Fleurbaey, Théories Economiques de la Justice, Economica, Paris, 1995

P. J. Lambert, The Distribution and Redistribution of Income : A Mathematical Analysis, Oxford, Basil Blackwell
J. Roemer, Theories of Distributive Justice, Harvard University Press, 1996

A. Sen, Collective Choice and Social Welfare, Holden Day, 1970.
A. Sen, On Economic Inequality, 2nd enlarged edition, Oxford University Press, 1997. 

J. Silber, Handbook on income inequality measurement, Kluwer, Boston, 1999.

4) course outline ( 24 hours)
a) Introduction and motivation (4 hours) 
b) Modern theories of distributive justice (8 hours) 

-Arrovian social choice theory and its pessimism


-welfarist escape from Arrovian theory

-non-welfarist escape from Arrovian theory

c) Measuring inequality and poverty (2 hours)

-inequality indices

-Poverty indices

d) Robust methods for comparing distributions of one attribute (5 hours)

-statistical dominance


-poverty dominance


-welfarist dominance


-elementary transformations

-Applications
e) Robust methods for comparing distributions of several attributes (5 hours)

-statistical dominance


-poverty dominance


-welfarist dominance


-elementary transformations

-Applications

